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(b) Itistheonly planet that supports life.
(c) Ithasamoderate temperature.
(d) Ithaswater.

(e) Itis surrounded by a blanket of air called atmosphere which
has gases necessary for life. The atmosphere protect us from
the harmful ultraviolet radiations coming from the Sun.

(f) TheEarthisbulgingat the Equatorand of flattened at the Poles.

. Planets are celestial bodies that do not have their own source of

heat and light. They are spherical in shape and revolve around the
sunin fixed paths.

According to their distance from the Sun the eight planets are
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.

(a) Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. It has no moon. It takes 88
days to complete one revolution around the Sun. Its temperature
varies from 427° Cin the day to-183° C during night.

(b) Venus is the brightest and hottest planet in the solar system. It
hasnomoon. Its size is nearly equal to that of the Earth.

(c) Earth is the only planet that supports life. It has moderate
temperature, has water and an atmosphere containing life
supporting oxygen, nitrogen, and carbon dioxide gases.

(d) Mars is known as the Red Planet due to the presence of iron
oxide on its surface. It has two moons called Photos and Deimos.

(e) Jupiter is the largest planet and a large part is made up of
gaseous material. Ithas 66 known moons revolving around it.

(f) Saturn has bright rings around its equator. These rings are made
up oficy particles, dust and gases. It has 62 known moons.

(g) Uranus has rings around it. It has 27 known moons and is
mostly made up of ice.



4. (a) When the moon travels from the full moon to the new moon
phase, the visible portion decreases and the moon is said to be
‘waning.

(b) When the moon travels from the new moon to the full moon
phase, the visible portion increases, This is called ‘waxing of
themoon.

E. Artificial Satellite Natural Satellite

1. Theyareman-madeand putinto | They are naturally occurring
the space with help of rockets. | inthe space.

2. Theyneed energytorevolve | Theyrevolvearound a planet
around any planet. without any external energy.

3. Theyaremadeofman-made | Theyaremadeonly of
materials like metals, etc.,and | naturally existing materials.

have electronicitems of
measurement and control.

4. They canbe controlled by They cannot be controlled
humans using technology. with the current technology.

5. Theirdistance from the Their distance from the
planetis relatively less. planetis relatively more.

6. Theyhaveashortlifespan. They are permanent in their orbit.

2. The moon cannot support life because it has neither air nor water.
The moon is very hot during the day (120° C) and very cold in the
night (-120°C).









